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Introduction 

The school provides access to various computer resources, including the school network and the 
internet.  These resources are available to facilitate the learning process in a supportive school 
environment and to provide quality learning outcomes for our students.  The school encourages 
students to become familiar with the use of information technology in the achievement of learning 
outcomes and personal learning goals. 

The aim of this policy is to ensure that pupils will benefit from learning opportunities by the school’s 
internet resources in a safe and effective manner.  Internet use and access is considered a school 
resource and privilege.  Therefore, if the school policy is not adhered to this privilege will be 
withdrawn and the appropriate sanctions will be imposed. 

Definitions 

 AUP: Acceptable Use Policy  

 ICT: Information Communication Technology 

 Hardware: Physical parts of a computer e.g. monitor, mouse and keyboard 

 Operating System: Software that manages the resources of a computer and allows the 
application software to run. 

 Applications Software: Programs that run on a computer, e.g. word, spreadsheets. 

 Server: A powerful computer that controls access to all other computers. 

 Internet: Worldwide connected network of computers used to share information. 

 WWW: World Wide Web can be considered a virtual library of information. 

 Email: Electronic Mail. 

 Wi-Fi: Wireless fidelity.  Data is exchanged between devices wirelessly. 

Legislation 

The school will provide information on the following legislation relating to the use of the internet 
which teachers, students and parents should familiarise themselves with: 

 Data Protection (Amendment) Act 2003. 

 Child Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998. 

 Interception Act 1993. 

 Video Recordings Act 1989. 

 The Data Protection Act 1988. 

Support Structures  

The school will inform students and parents of key support structures and organisations that deal 
with illegal material or harmful use of the internet. 

School Strategy 

The school will employ a number of strategies to maximise learning opportunities and reduce risks 
associated with the internet.  These strategies are as follows: 

 Internet sessions will always be supervised by a teacher. 

 Filtering software and/or equivalent systems will be used in order to minimise the risk of 
exposure to inappropriate material. 

 The school will regularly monitor students internet usage. 

 Students and teachers will be provided with training in the area of internet safety. 

 Uploading and downloading of inappropriate software will not be permitted. 



 Virus protection software will be used and updated on a regular basis. 

 The use of portable memory devices such as personal CD-R discs, USB memory sticks or 
external hard drives in school requires a teacher’s permission.  

 Students will observe good etiquette on the internet at all times and will not undertake any 
actions that may bring the school into disrepute. 

 Students are prohibited from using the I.T. resources to engage in bullying tactics. 

 Students may not load or play computer games on school computers unless directed by a 
teacher. 

 Whilst limited access social networks is available in Scoil Bhríde, students are not permitted 
to access them unless under the supervision of a teacher who has given permission to use 
social networks.   

School Website 

 Pupils will be given the opportunity to publish projects, artwork or school work on the World 
Wide Web. 

 The publication of school work will be co-ordinated by a teacher. 

 Pupils’ work will appear in an educational context on Web pages with a copyright notice 
prohibiting the copying of such work without express written permission. 

 Digital photographs, audio or video clips on individual students will not be published on the 
school website.  Instead photographs, audio and video clips will focus on group activities.  
Video clips may be password protected. 

 Personal pupil information including home address and contact details will be omitted from 
school web pages. 

 Pupils will continue to own the copyright on any work published. 

 The website will be regularly checked to ensure that there is no content that compromises 
the safety or pupils or staff. 

World Wide Web 

 Students will not intentionally visit internet websites that contain obscene, illegal, hateful or 
otherwise objectionable materials. 

 Students will report accidental accessing of inappropriate materials.  If a student accesses 
inappropriate information they should immediately tell the teacher, the ICT-coordinator, the 
Principal or the Deputy Principal.  This will protect against a claim that this policy has 
intentionally violated. 

 Students will use the internet for educational purposes only. 

 Students will be familiar with copyright issues relating to online learning. 

 Students will not copy information into assignments and fail to acknowledge the source 
(plagiarism and copyright infringement).  Students will not plagiarise works they find on the 
Internet.  Plagiarism is taking the ideas or writings of others and presenting it as your own.    

 Students will never disclose or publicise personal information. 

 Students will be aware that any usage, including distributing or receiving information, 
school-related or personal, may be monitored for unusual activity, security, and/or network 
management reasons. 

Email 

 Students will use approved class e mail accounts only and under supervision by or 
permission from a teacher. 

 Students will not send or receive any material that is illegal, obscene, defamatory or that is 
intended to annoy or intimidate another person. 



 Students will not reveal their own or other people’s personal details, such as addresses, 
personal telephone numbers or pictures. 

 Students will never arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone they only know through e 
mails or the internet. 

 Students will not that sending and receiving e mail attachments is subject to permission 
from their teacher. 

 Newsgroups will not be made available to students unless an educational requirement for 
their use has been demonstrated. 

Netiquette 

 Students will not engage in abusive language while communicating online nor participate in 
“spamming” i.e. maliciously forwarding inappropriate mails to other I.T. users. 

 Students will observe good “netiquette” at all times and will not undertake any actions that 
may bring the school into disrepute. 

Internet Chat 

 Students will only have access to chat rooms, discussion forums or other electronic 
communication forums that have been approved by the school. 

 Chat rooms, discussion forums and other electronic communication forums will only be used 
for educational purposes and will always be supervised. 

 Usernames will be used to avoid disclosure of identity. 

 Face-to-face meetings with someone organised via internet chat will be forbidden. 

Personal Devices 

 Pupils using their own technology in school, such as leaving a mobile phone turned on or 
using it in class, sending nuisance text messages, or the unauthorised taking of images with a 
mobile phone camera, still or moving, are in direct breach of the school’s acceptable use 
policy and will be subject to sanction. 

Cyberbullying 

Cyberbullying is a form of bullying which is carried out through an internet service such as e-mail, 
chat room, online social networking or instant messaging.  It can also include bullying through 
mobile phone, i.e. texting.  (Please not bullying is repeated aggression over time). 

Examples of cyberbullying behaviour are: 

 Teasing and being made fun of 

 Spreading of rumours online 

 Sending unwanted messages 

 Defamation 

 Impact of Cyberbullying 

Cyberbullying, like all bullying can have terrible effects on those experiencing it.  It can lower your 
self-esteem and you may feel alone, sad, angry and scared.  If you are being bullied it is not your 
fault and there is nothing wrong with you.  Don’t be afraid to tell someone you are being bullied. 

 

What to do: 



 If you are being cyberbullied keep a record (including time and date) this may help you (or 
the school) to find out who is sending the messages. 

 Tell some – talk to someone you trust, a parent, a friend, school counsellor, chaplain or 
teacher. 

 Contact your mobile phone or internet service provider and report what is happening – they 
can help you block messages or calls from certain senders. 

 Don’t reply to bullying messages – it may get worse if you do. 

Responsible Internet Use 

These rules will help us to be fair to others and keep everyone safe. 

1. I will ask permission before using the Internet. 
2. I will not look at or delete other people’s files. 
3. I will not bring software or external hard drives such as USB sticks into school without 

permission. 
4. I will only e mail people I know, or my teacher has approved. 
5. The messages I send will be polite and sensible. 
6. I will not give my home address or phone number, or arrange to meet someone. 
7. I will ask for permission before opening an e-mail or an e-mail attachment sent by someone I 

do not know. 
8. I will not use Internet chat. 
9. If I see anything I am unhappy with or I receive messages I do not like, I will tell a teacher 

immediately. 
10. I understand that the school may check my computer files and the Internet sites I visit. 
11. I understand that if I deliberately break these rules, I may not be allowed to use the Internet 

or computers. 

 

Sanctions 

Misuse of the internet may result in disciplinary action including written warnings, withdrawal of 
access privileges and in extreme cases suspension or expulsion in line with our Code of Behaviour. 

The school also reserves the right to report any illegal activities to the appropriate authorities. 

 


